
Together We Can… 

By Thomas Ponce 

Together we can stop all the animal abuse in our world. 

Animal abuse is happening all around us. In science labs animals are being tested on 
and killed in horrible ways. They are being electrocuted, set on fire, kept in small cages 
where they can’t even turn around, all for the sake of science. On slaughter farms 
animals are kept in filthy disgusting habitats in overpopulated cages. They are tortured 
and killed inhumanely to feed humankind. Entertainment animals suffer a life of abuse. 
They are sometimes stolen from their natural habitat and families and brought to 
circuses, amusement parks, zoos and sometimes homes. These tortures are supposedly 
performed for the benefit and entertainment of mankind. Whether it’s to entertain us or 
test our products, or just to make us money, whatever the case is, it is wrong! 

Slaughterhouses exist because people eat other animals. What some people don’t 
realize is the torture the animals have to endure to feed us. Chickens are first kept in 
cages where they can’t even spread their wings. The cages are filthy and sometimes 
filled with dead and dying chickens right next to the ones that are alive. They are 
loaded into trucks and brought to the slaughterhouse where they are to be killed 
several hours later. The chickens are first hung upside down by their feet and have 
their throats cut which doesn’t always kill them. Next they are put into scalding tanks 
where they are sometimes burned alive. The hens have their very sensitive beaks cut 
off so they can’t bite one another. Cattle are castrated and their horns are cut off. They 
are also branded without anything to make the pain less or go away. 

Laboratory animals like cats, dogs, mice, rats, gerbils, etc. are used for testing in labs 
all over the globe. Over 100 million animals every year are tortured and die because of 
these tests, biology experiments like frog dissection, medical experiments, etc. When 
scientists test makeup, cleaners, and other products, hundreds of thousands of animals 
are killed every year by companies. Mice and rats are forced to inhale toxic fumes, dogs 
are force to eat pesticides, and rabbits have burning chemicals rubbed onto their skin 
and eyes.  

In Spain they still perform bull fights. The bull is placed in an arena with anywhere from 
1-4 men whose sole purpose is to kill the animal. When the bull enters the ring he is 
destined to die. Outnumbered and drugged the bull does not stand a chance against 
the men. The bull suffers a brutal and painful death. The last thing the bull will hear is 
people cheering for his death. 

The pet trade industry is another horrific example of animal cruelty. In some stores that 
sell animals, pets are kept in crates that are filthy and crowded. The waiting animals are 
not given any care and when they become sick they are murdered. The animals are 
placed in a tank when they are sick or wounded with no food or water and poison is 



pumped into the tank. These animals would not even be there if it weren’t for humans 
wanting to buy them. These are pointless deaths. 

The pet entertainment industry commits animal cruelty and most people don’t even 
know it. You think about going to the circus or to a show where there are performing 
animals and it just seems like a lot of fun. It’s no fun for the animals. They are forced 
to jump through hoops and rings of fire, work long hours and live in small cages or 
tanks with no love and no respect, nothing. The tricks they are asked to perform are 
not natural to them. In order to get them to perform these tricks the animals are 
broken down with beatings to get them to perform. One time an elephant tried to 
escape from a zoo in China and it was shot several times until it was dead. Even after 
the elephant had passed on the shooting continued. These are not animal lovers doing 
these things! Obviously the elephant wanted to leave. Elephants in the wild live free 
and are able to roam which is what they love. Elephants in the circuses and zoos are 
kept in small cages and chained by their feet to a post. The only time they get to go 
outside is to rehearse. These animals do not deserve this type of treatment. Some 
circuses have even released games and toys to make them more money to support 
their abusive ways. In the wild orcas are free to swim where they please. They swim up 
to 100 miles a day in the open ocean. In captivity they are forced to swim in circles in 
what would be like a bathtub to you and me. They are very intelligent social animals. 
They have family units and lives of their own. They take care of each other and train 
their young. Tillicum a performing killer whale was captured and taken from his family 
in 1983. He has been held captive for 27 years forced to perform in numerous shows 
daily. I repeat, 27 years! That’s a long time to live with no love or respect confined in a 
box with no family, or open water. The only things the orcas have to interact with are 
the other orcas that have been captured and their trainers. In late 2009 a trainer at one 
of the parks was doing a show with Tillicum. During the show Tillicum dragged her 
under water and killed her. This was the third attack by Tillicum. After the attacks on 
the employees he is no longer performing in shows but is still being held captive. He is 
being used for breeding more orcas that will also be forced into captivity. Orcas and 
other dolphins can tell where they are going by using echolocation. When put in tanks, 
the vibrations from their own sonar bounce off the walls and has been found to drive 
some of them insane. World famous oceanographer Jean-Michel Cousteau compared 
keeping orcas in tanks to "a person being blindfolded in a jail cell." Some of the orcas 
and dolphins have been found to have ulcers from stress and have died. Some captive 
dolphins and orcas have even taken their own lives by hitting their heads against the 
sides of pools or by refusing to come up for air. That’s right they are committing suicide 
from the stress of being kept in such small areas and being forced to perform. You can 
clearly see the cruelty happening, and if you can’t what’s wrong with you? Obviously 
the whales and dolphins are not happy being held captive. They did not ask for the life 
that they have. 

These are just a few examples of animal cruelty that’s happening in our world, the 
world that we share with the animals. The world that we live in is also their world. In 
most cases they were living here before we were. Before we came along the animals 



lived free. So the next time you head out to go to the circus, zoo, aquarium, or to buy 
dinner or beauty products think about all the animals that had to die for your needs. 

The good news is we have the power to stop all this abuse but some of us choose not 
to use their power. I choose to make a stand! I believe together we can stop the abuse. 

 


