
Mr. Casey C. Brinck
Legislative Assistant
The Honorable John L. Mica
United States House of Representatives
Florida 7th District
2187 Rayburn Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

July 3, 2013

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Mr. Brinck,

Good afternoon, I am writing to you today to follow up on our meeting of July 1,2013 at 1:00pm in Congressman Mica’s office. I spoke to you on that day regarding two very important issues; Congressman Mica’s support in the signing of the letter to the National Oceanic Atmospheric Association (NOAA) asking that the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) withdraw the provision to preempt  state shark fin trade laws and H. Res. 285 which is calling for a federal ban on the importation of shark fins from sharks caught through the practice of finning, and for other purposes. I have attached both items for your review again.	Comment by Ponce family: Always make reference to the date, time and place of your previous meeting	Comment by Ponce family: Make sure to list the issues you spoke about to refresh their memory. It also gives you the opportunity to restate your stance and the importance of your cause. Make sure to include a bill/ resolution number when applicable.	Comment by Ponce family: Include any attachments you may have whether you gave them to the representative prior or not it’s always a good idea to include them.

Pertaining to the NOAA letter, I found out today that the deadline to receive public comments has been extended from July 8, 2013 to July 31,2013. I was wondering if Congressman Mica has had an opportunity to read over the letter and whether he has agreed to sign on in support?  If he has already given his support of this issue please thank him. If he has not please urge him to lend his voice to help continue to protect sharks by asking that this provision be withdrawn. At this point the state bans are a much stronger defense in eliminating the demand for shark fin products, which in turn helps protect the species. 	Comment by Ponce family: Address any updates you may have on the issue, thank or encourage them for their support and reiterate your talking points briefly.

With regard to H. Res 285 submitted by Congressman Buchanan I noticed that as of yesterday the following legislators have signed onto the Resolution in support; 	Comment by Ponce family: If there was any other supporters that have signed on to your piece of legislation you can mention it along with a listing of their names and districts.
Bordallo, Madeleine [D-GU0] Brownley, Julia [D-CA26] Cárdenas, Tony [D-CA29] Cicilline, David [D-RI1] Crenshaw, Ander [R-FL4] DeFazio, Peter [D-OR4] Farr, Sam [D-CA20] Grijalva, Raúl [D-AZ3] Grimm, Michael [R-NY11] Hastings, Alcee [D-FL20] Huffman, Jared [D-CA2] Lofgren, Zoe [D-CA19] Lowenthal, Alan [D-CA47] Maloney, Carolyn [D-NY12] McCollum, Betty [D-MN4] Meng, Grace [D-NY6] Miller, George [D-CA11] Moran, James “Jim” [D-VA8] Murphy, Patrick [D-FL18] Nadler, Jerrold [D-NY10] Sánchez, Linda [D-CA38] Speier, Jackie [D-CA14] Titus, Dina [D-NV1] Wilson, Frederica [D-FL24] Young, W. Bill [R-FL13] Blumenauer, Earl [D-OR3] (joined Jul 09, 2013) 
Bonamici, Suzanne [D-OR1](joined Jul 09, 2013) Capps, Lois [D-CA24] (joined Jul 09, 2013)  Castor, Kathy [D-FL14] (joined Jul 09, 2013) Deutch, Theodore [D-FL21] (joined Jul 09, 2013) Garamendi, John [D-CA3] (joined Jul 09, 2013) 
Hahn, Janice [D-CA44](joined Jul 09, 2013) Jackson Lee, Sheila [D-TX18]  (joined Jul 09, 2013) Miller, Jeff [R-FL1](joined Jul 09, 2013) Norton, Eleanor [D-DC0](joined Jul 09, 2013) Peters, Scott [D-CA52](joined Jul 09, 2013)
Schakowsky, Janice “Jan” [D-IL9](joined Jul 09, 2013) Swalwell, Eric [D-CA15] (joined Jul 09, 2013). Information obtained from www.govtrackus

I was hoping to see Congressman Mica’s name on the list of supporters and was wondering if he had an opportunity to look over the information I left with you on the importance of sharks, the very important role they play in our ecosystem and the mass slaughtering that is going on due to the illegal finning industry and the demand for shark fins and shark fin products. Again I have to stress that the best way to stop this horrific slaughtering is to cut off the demand. This resolution would directly address the demand for shark fins and shark fin products on a federal level and in turn would diminish greatly the amount of sharks being harvested daily for their fins. By taking this step the United States would be saying that they will not contribute to the mass slaughtering of sharks which will inevitably result in their extinction.	Comment by Ponce family: Ask for the status of their support and request that they consider the information you have given them once again when determining  their status.

These are two issues that are very important to me and in my opinion should be to the entire world, as the impact to our ecosystem will be felt by us all.

I would appreciate it if you could relay my concerns to Congressman Mica and please feel free to contact me if you need any additional information. I will contact you within the next two weeks to discuss Congressman Mica’s stance on these issues.	Comment by Ponce family:  If a decision has not been made let them know that you will be in touch again in about two weeks (depending upon your deadline for action).

Thank you for your time and I look forward to speaking with you again soon.

Thomas Ponce
Founder
Lobby For Animals
www.LobbyForAnimals.org
Don’t just dream of change, Lobby For It!



