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Year after year seal hunters decimate seal populations for sport 

and in my opinion in an attempt to fuel their ego and boost 

their testosterone levels. When found by the hunters baby seals 

are brutally shot or repeatedly clubbed, having their skulls 

bashed into a bloody pulp, until they are dead. After the seals 

are killed their desecrated bodies have a hook driven into their 

flesh and are dragged along the now bloodied ice all the way to 

the boat. The bodies are thrown into piles where they make 

the trip to be processed into products such as cat food, 

clothing, etc. and sold to retail stores. This is one of the worst 

forms of genocide that I have ever seen, it’s right up there with 

shark finning and the extinction of the buffalo. 



Rifles and clubs are both used in the slaughtering of harp seals. If the seals 

can be approached on the ice, the club or hakapik is used. If the seals are 

in the water, the rifle or shotgun is used, both weapons are used by the 

ultimate threat to seals, MAN! 

Man 
The cruelest of all 

weapons and threats 

facing the seals. 
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 All across the world there are approximately 1 
million seals that are deliberately killed each and 
every year. Seal hunting is practiced in many 
countries for a variety of reasons, none of which 
justify the decimation of the species.  

 

The largest commercial hunts in the world occur in 
Canada, Namibia and Greenland and Norway, 
collectively they kill around half a million seals 
annually. The main reason given for these commercial 
slaughtering is the seals’ pelts, other parts of some 
seals are used in so-called “traditional medicines” as 
aphrodisiacs.  
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In Canada, the season for the commercial hunt of harp 

seal is from November 15 to May 15. Most sealing occurs in 

late March in the Gulf of St. Lawrence , and during the 

first or second week of April off Newfoundland, in an area 

known as the Front. This peak spring period is generally 

referred to as the "Canadian Seal Hunt". 



The Canadian commercial seal hunt is the largest mass slaughter of 

marine mammals in the world. Canada intends to kill over 325,000 

seals this spring with an additional 10,000 harp seal quota for an 

aboriginal allowance! 

During the 3-year period of 2003-2005, the Canadian Department of 

Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) allowed a kill quota of 975,000 baby and 

adult harp seals and 30,000 adult hood seals. 

 

In 2004, 365,971 seals were slaughtered, and during the 2003 season 

283,497 harp seals were killed. In 2002, the sealers slaughtered over 

312,000 although the kill quota was set at 275,000. There were no 

legal consequences for the quota overkill. Instead, the Canadian 

government rewarded the kill quota violations with an incredible 

increase of 75,000 seals!  

 

 

 

 



The Canadian government keeps insisting that only adult harp seals are killed. Yet, the following 
questions marked "#8 and #9" are taken verbatim from the DFO website: 

 

 8. How old must harp and hooded seals be before hunters can take them? 
Harp seals can be legally hunted once they have moulted their white coat, which occurs at about 12-14 
days of age. However, they are not usually hunted until they reach the "beater" stage of development at 
around 25 days old. 

 9. Why do hunters target young animals? 
Young harp seals between approximately 3-4 weeks and one year of age are called beaters - so named 
because they tend to slap the water when they swim. Beater seals provide the most valuable pelts and 
market conditions are stronger for this type of pelt. 

 

Twelve to fourteen days is not the definition of an adult seal. Nor is 25 days (which is three-four weeks). 
The seals from birth to four weeks old are helpless and cannot escape or defend themselves from their 
killers. These are seal pups. Seal pups are baby seals. 

 

So when seal defenders state that the sealers are killing baby seals, what they mean is that sealers are 
killing baby seals 

 

When the Canadian government states that the sealers kill only adult seals, they are redefining the 
meaning of baby seals. Baby seals cease to be baby seals and become adult seals at 12 days old 
according to the government definition. So when government and industry spokespeople say that the 
sealers are killing adult seals what they really mean is that sealers are killing baby seals.  
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Support is provided by the Canadian government to the slaughter in the form of 

ships which break the ice to assist the sealers in reaching the seals; search and 

rescue by the Coast Guard; surveillance and location of the seal herds for the 

sealers; regulatory costs; marketing research; and public relations. 

The Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) states that there is no 

support given by the DFO, however, there is, if you consider the regulatory and 

surveillance costs. Most of the costs for supporting the seal slaughter are from the 

Department of Transport for ice-breakers and search and rescue. Support is also 

given by the government of Newfoundland. 

A few individuals do make large amounts of money. Bill Barry of the Barry group, (a 

close friend of Newfoundland Premier Danny Williams), does quite well processing 

seal oil into a purported health supplement. Former federal Fisheries Minister John 

Crosbie is a millionaire heir to the fortunes made from the Crosbie Sealing 

Company.  





In Greenland, seal hunting is conducted with 

rifles. The seals are shot in the head from a 

small boat while they sit on the ice. The 

boat then rushes up to the seal and hooks 

the sometimes still living body out of the 

water with the Hakapik after it has been 

shot. 



Namibia is the only country in the Southern 

Hemisphere culling seals. Although the protection 

and the sustainable use of natural resources is part 

of Namibia's constitution, it claims to conduct the 

second largest seal harvest in the world. 



The Norwegian sealing season runs from January to September. 

The hunt involves "seal catching" by seagoing sealing boats on 

the Arctic ice shelf, and "seal hunting" on the coast and islands 

of mainland Norway. The “seal hunting” is carried out by small 

groups of licensed hunters who shoot the seals from land and use 

small boats to retrieve the catch the murdered seals. 



According to the (DFO), "The Marine Mammal Regulations 

stipulate that seals must be harvested quickly using only high-

powered rifles, shotguns firing slugs, clubs or hakapiks. 

However, the International Fund for Animal Welfare conducted 

a study that disputed these findings. This report concludes the 

Canadian commercial seal hunt results in considerable and 

unacceptable suffering. 

 



According to the Canadian Government regulations: Sealers must also land the 
entire carcass or pelt to ensure the fullest possible commercial use of the 
animal and to prevent seals from being harvested strictly for their organs. 

 

Notice the wording in the regulations. Sealers must also land the entire carcass 
(OR) pelt. In reality this translates to only the pelt. Studies show that in 2005 only 
37,000 were landed and used as meat, which came from the flippers, out of the 
320,000 seals that were taken and killed. There was a limited amount of seal 
penises taken as well (which are said to be used as an aphrodisiac). All the rest of 
the remains of the seals were left on the ice! 

 

The pelts are used to produce seal oil  which is used in the production of health 
supplements and for industrial purposes and the fur is used for fashion 
production. 

 

 Except for the flippers of just over 10% of the bodies killed, all 325,000 seals 
plus the overkill and the struck and lost seals, will be left to waste on the ice 
or in the sea. It is quite a different procedure being done in comparison to the 
Artic and Greenland people’s utilization of seals regardless of the fact that the 
Canadian government tries to make a comparison between the two.  

 



 

The markets for fur are primarily in Norway, Eastern Europe, China, 
and Japan. There is a market for the seal penis as a remedy for 
impotence in China. The processing of seal penises is done in Dildoe, 
Newfoundland. (That is not a joke that actually the name of the 
town) 

 

There is a growing market being developed for seal oil as a health 
supplement despite the fact that the product contains PCB's mercury, 
arsenic, and DDT. The primary producer of seal oil capsules is the 
Barry Group of Companies. 
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Yes. There are four viable alternatives: 

 

(1)Eco-Tourism: There are presently successful tours to the ice floes for people to see the seals in the wild. These tours could 
be expanded and a winter tourist industry built on the foundation of seal watching. 

 

(2) A cruelty free, non-lethal sealing industry: This idea was created by Captain Paul Watson and involves the brushing of 
naturally-molted seal hairs from whitecoats at the stage when they lose their baby hair. The seals appear to enjoy the brushing 
and each seal yields about 300 grams of harp seal hair. The hairs, which are composed of hollow transparent follicles, have 
qualities similar to eider down. Sea Shepherd found a German fabric manufacturer eager to purchase all the seal hairs that 
could be obtained. This was an alternative that could provide hundreds of jobs but the Canadian government refused to issue 
permits for it. 

 

(3) This year Cathy Kangas, the CEO of the major cosmetic firm PRAI, offered to raise $16 million to buy the seals lives. There 
are enough people willing to buy the lives of the seals that this should be considered a viable alternative to those who buy the 
products from dead seals. 

 

(4) The sealers could be paid by the government of Canada to not kill seals. Such a subsidy would actually save the country 
money by removing the costs of supporting the hunt and avoiding the economic repercussions of tourist and seafood boycotts.  
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One of the many things that I learned 
from the documentary Sharkwater by 
Rob Stewart is that one of the 
drawbacks to the widespread knowledge 
of seal clubbing is that believe it or not 
it acts  a tremendous tourist trap and 
the actual act of protesting the 
slaughter on site brings in an enormous 
amount of money to the areas that these 
horrors go on in. You have to remember 
that each person that attends a protest 
has to stay in a hotel, buy meals, 
transportation, etc. All of these actions 
bring revenue into the area. In an 
attempt to help save the seals people 
have inadvertently raised the revenue 
received by the towns surrounding the 
slaughtering areas. It’s a horrible side 
effect to people trying to help. Now I am 
by no means saying not to try and help 
but maybe there is a better way to 
consider before making a trip to witness 
the event. 

This is a documentary I 

highly recommend everyone 

watch to learn about the 

plight of the shark and the 

effects it’s extinction will 

have on the ecosystem.  








