
By Kim and Tommy Ponce 

(the luckiest and proudest 

 parents in the world) 



 

At age 4 Thomas declared himself a vegetarian 
announcing that he would not eat anything with a face. 

 



 

By age 5 Thomas’ passion for animals and for 
protecting their rights had grown. He committed 

himself to being a voice for animals. 
 



 

At age 6 Thomas organized and implemented a neighborhood dog wash for 
charity and raised over $600 for PETA and a local rescue group, R.A.I.N., 

Rescuing Animals In Need. At the wash he had a table set up with literature  
and spoke to the customers about ways to live cruelty free. 



 
 

This was a card Thomas received from the PETA office 
when he was about 7 for his hard work at the protests 

and with his fundraising efforts.  



 
Thomas has written many essays and done many projects for 
school all relating to animal rights and has won the Reflections 
Program for his school each year from Kindergarten–Fifth grade. 
Spreading the message of compassion for animals with each 
project.  

Kindergarten-5th grade 



Together We Can… 

By Thomas Ponce 

 

Together we can stop all the animal abuse in our world. 

Animal abuse is happening all around us. In science labs animals are being tested on and killed in horrible ways. They 

are being electrocuted, set on fire, kept in small cages where they can’t even turn around, all for the sake of science. 

On slaughter farms animals are kept in filthy disgusting habitats in overpopulated cages. They are tortured and killed 

inhumanely to feed humankind. Entertainment animals suffer a life of abuse. They are sometimes stolen from their 

natural habitat and families and brought to circuses, amusement parks, zoos and sometimes homes. These tortures are 

supposedly performed for the benefit and entertainment of mankind. Whether it’s to entertain us or test our products, 

or just to make us money, whatever the case is, it is wrong! 

 

Slaughterhouses exist because people eat other animals. What some people don’t realize is the torture the animals 

have to endure to feed us. Chickens are first kept in cages where they can’t even spread their wings. The cages are 

filthy and sometimes filled with dead and dying chickens right next to the ones that are alive. They are loaded into 

trucks and brought to the slaughterhouse where they are to be killed several hours later. The chickens are first hung 

upside down by their feet and have their throats cut which doesn’t always kill them. Next they are put into scalding 

tanks where they are sometimes burned alive. The hens have their very sensitive beaks cut off so they can’t bite one 

another. Cattle are castrated and their horns are cut off. They are also branded without anything to make the pain less 

or go away. 

 

Laboratory animals like cats, dogs, mice, rats, gerbils, etc. are used for testing in labs all over the globe. Over 100 

million animals every year are tortured and die because of these tests, biology experiments like frog dissection, 

medical experiments, etc. When scientists test makeup, cleaners, and other products, hundreds of thousands of 

animals are killed every year by companies. Mice and rats are forced to inhale toxic fumes, dogs are force to eat 

pesticides, and rabbits have burning chemicals rubbed onto their skin and eyes.  

In Spain they still perform bull fights. The bull is placed in an arena with anywhere from 1-4 men whose sole purpose 

is to kill the animal. When the bull enters the ring he is destined to die. Outnumbered and drugged the bull does not 

stand a chance against the men. The bull suffers a brutal and painful death. The last thing the bull will hear is people 

cheering for his death. 



The pet trade industry is another horrific example of animal cruelty. In some stores that sell animals, pets are kept in 

crates that are filthy and crowded. The waiting animals are not given any care and when they become sick they are 

murdered. The animals are placed in a tank when they are sick or wounded with no food or water and poison is 

pumped into the tank. These animals would not even be there if it weren’t for humans wanting to buy them. These are 

pointless deaths. 

 

The pet entertainment industry commits animal cruelty and most people don’t even know it. You think about going to 

the circus or to a show where there are performing animals and it just seems like a lot of fun. It’s no fun for the 

animals. They are forced to jump through hoops and rings of fire, work long hours and live in small cages or tanks 

with no love and no respect, nothing. The tricks they are asked to perform are not natural to them. In order to get them 

to perform these tricks the animals are broken down with beatings to get them to perform. One time an elephant tried 

to escape from a zoo in China and it was shot several times until it was dead. Even after the elephant had passed on 

the shooting continued. These are not animal lovers doing these things! Obviously the elephant wanted to leave. 

Elephants in the wild live free and are able to roam which is what they love. Elephants in the circuses and zoos are 

kept in small cages and chained by their feet to a post. The only time they get to go outside is to rehearse. These 

animals do not deserve this type of treatment. Some circuses have even released games and toys to make them more 

money to support their abusive ways. In the wild orcas are free to swim where they please. They swim up to 100 

miles a day in the open ocean. In captivity they are forced to swim in circles in what would be like a bathtub to you 

and me. They are very intelligent social animals. They have family units and lives of their own. They take care of 

each other and train their young. Tillicum a performing killer whale was captured and taken from his family in 1983. 

He has been held captive for 27 years forced to perform in numerous shows daily. I repeat, 27 years! That’s a long 

time to live with no love or respect confined in a box with no family, or open water. The only things the orcas have to 

interact with are the other orcas that have been captured and their trainers. In late 2009 a trainer at one of the parks 

was doing a show with Tillicum. During the show Tillicum dragged her under water and killed her. This was the third 

attack by Tillicum. After the attacks on the employees he is no longer performing in shows but is still being held 

captive. He is being used for breeding more orcas that will also be forced into captivity 



 
Orcas and other dolphins can tell where they are going by using echolocation. When put in tanks, the vibrations from 

their own sonar bounce off the walls and has been found to drive some of them insane. World famous oceanographer 

Jean-Michel Cousteau compared keeping orcas in tanks to "a person being blindfolded in a jail cell." Some of the 

orcas and dolphins have been found to have ulcers from stress and have died. Some captive dolphins and orcas have 

even taken their own lives by hitting their heads against the sides of pools or by refusing to come up for air. That’s 

right they are committing suicide from the stress of being kept in such small areas and being forced to perform. You 

can clearly see the cruelty happening, and if you can’t what’s wrong with you? Obviously the whales and dolphins 

are not happy being held captive. They did not ask for the life that they have. 

 

These are just a few examples of animal cruelty that’s happening in our world, the world that we share with the 

animals. The world that we live in is also their world. In most cases they were living here before we were. Before we 

came along the animals lived free. So the next time you head out to go to the circus, zoo, aquarium, or to buy dinner 

or beauty products think about all the animals that had to die for your needs. 

The good news is we have the power to stop all this abuse but some of us choose not to use their power. I choose to 

make a stand! I believe together we can stop the abuse. 

 



 

Thomas has attended many protests from the age of 6 
until today for causes like boycotting Sea World and 
Ringling Bros to passing out literature to stop puppy 

mills to anti-fur campaigns and anti-dog racing. 
 



 

This is the Bonnet-Head Shark that Thomas saved from 
a fisherman at Venice Beach, FL along with the 

Megalodon Tooth he found while sifting.  
His story is on the following slide. 

 



 The Day I Saved a Life 

                    By Thomas Ponce 

 

  We’ve all seen Hollywood’s depiction of sharks, the media’s over-

dramatization of shark attacks and felt that pit in our stomach at the sight of a shark. Movies like 

Jaws, Day of The Shark, Shark Night, Deep Blue Sea etc., give us the impression of a mindless killing 

machine out to kill all human beings. Well, I’ve seen another side of the shark and I’ve seen it up 

close and personal. 

  It all started on December 16, 2011, my birthday. My family took me to Venice 

Beach, which is also known as Shark Tooth Beach. This was the trip I had been waiting for. I had seen 

this location on the Discovery Channel over a year ago and had wanted to go ever since. Having the 

opportunity to find fossilized shark teeth that have been in the waters for over millions of years was 

something I was ecstatic about! When we arrived at our destination, I was amazed at all the sights, 

sounds and smells. The water was crystal clear and blue and the sand was so warm between my toes. 

The occasional breeze whisked my mind away to a beautiful tropical paradise. It was a perfect day to 

go sifting for shark teeth. I walked into the water up to my knees, sifter in hand, and began sifting. I 

dug my scooper into the sand, beneath the water, and pulled up many small teeth. I found great white 

teeth, bull shark teeth, tiger shark teeth and a few I was unsure about, it was amazing. Then it 

happened. I hit the jackpot! I discovered in my scoop the largest tooth I had ever seen. It was four 

inches long and black in color. Its edges were serrated and you could still see the gum line. The great 

white teeth I found paled in comparison to this massive tooth. It was a Megaladon tooth!  My dream 

had come true, I had found one! This was the best birthday present I could have ever gotten, or so I 

thought. 

   



As we were leaving the beach a friendly local had told us about a pier close by that was a perfect 

place to watch the sunset. I was determined to see the green flash that everyone talks about 

when the sun sets. We headed back to our hotel to change and then went straight to the pier. The 

view from the pier was miraculous.  The skies were clear and the weather was perfect for being 

outside, not too hot and there was a cool breeze coming off the water.  As we watched the 

sunset, the sky turned orange and pink as the sun went down. It was absolutely breathtaking! In 

the water we saw dolphins swimming and a man painting sea turtles at the edge of the pier. It 

was a night right out of a novel. 

              As we were leaving the pier I saw a fisherman pull a baby Bonnet-head shark up on his 

line. He pulled him onto the pier, hooting and hollering about his catch and how he was “going 

to eat tonight”. The fisherman then started sharpening his very large knife, readying himself to 

gut the shark right then and there. The shark flapped and shook, grasping to hold onto life. It 

was horrible to see. I knew I had to do something, so I approached the fisherman and asked him 

to set the shark free. I explained how it was a living creature, a baby with a family and that it 

deserved to live. I pleaded with him to free him and not eat him. I even offered to buy him 

dinner. After what seemed like an eternity, the fisherman finally conceded and told me that I 

could set him free. I couldn’t believe it, I did it!  I immediately walked over, picked up the shark 

and placed him back into the water and told him to live free. I swear the shark looked at me with 

gratitude. He was alive because I spoke up for him and he knew it. I saw the understanding in 

his eyes and knew there was much more to sharks than what I had been led to believe.  
   



That day changed me forever and now I fight for sharks rights. I have always been an active 

animal activist and a vegan/vegetarian. I had run many fundraisers for farm animals and spaying 

and neutering your pets, and signed petitions against animal cruelty and protested at various 

sites where cruelty had been taking place, but until that day I hadn’t really concentrated my 

efforts on sharks. I started doing some research and I watched a documentary called Sharkwater 

and it gave me insight into the plight of the shark. It showed me the horrors they faced due to 

the finning industry. They were being killed in huge quantities for their fins and were becoming 

extremely close to extinction. The sharks are stripped of their fins then discarded, while still 

alive, back into the ocean. It was a horrible discovery and one that moved me to act and speak 

up for the sharks. From that moment on I have dedicated myself to making as many people 

aware of what’s going on with sharks as I can. I joined a shark protection group called Fin Free 

and am now the Regional Coordinator for the state of Florida. My hope is that through educating 

people on the cruel and inhumane acts being done to sharks and by explaining the importance of 

sharks to the ocean ecosystem, as well as our own environment that I can make a difference in 

helping to preserve this beautiful species. I have started working with an attorney and am 

learning about lobbying. I hope to one day soon be speaking at Congress on behalf of sharks and 

lobbying to bring change to the finning laws in our country. 

              December 16, 2011 the ocean gave me two gifts, a Megaladon tooth and an 

appreciation and love of sharks. In return, I gave it back one of its own and a voice that could be 

heard and would never be silenced.  



 

Thomas received a certificate of appreciation from 
Ingrid Newkirk for his work in the fight for animal 

rights. 



Thomas found out about the National Animal Rights Conference last year and made up his mind 
that he needed to go. He felt it was an opportunity that he just couldn’t pass up. The chance to 

learn from people who have much more experience than him and to be around like minded 
people was something he felt he had to be a part of. He said that he knew helping protect animal 
rights was what he was meant to do and going to this conference was a chance for him to learn 

other techniques to make his efforts more productive. Unfortunately we were not financially in a 
position to just say ok let’s go and Thomas knew that. He created a causes site on Facebook and 

wrote the reasons why he wanted to attend and asked for support. He raised all the money on his 
own to attend the conference and has been working non-stop ever since. We are very proud of his 

determination and commitment. 



 

Thomas was made Regional Coordinator for the Florida chapter of 
Fin Free, an organization working with Shark Angels and Sea 
Shepard Requiem to put an end to shark finning and the sale, 

distribution and trade of shark fin products.  



 

Collaborating for a cause 

 Thomas has been working with 
Candy Brown from Calico Dragon 
Bags, a designer who uses her creative 
talents to produce fashionable items 
with very powerful messages. She 
was considering making a wallet for 
men and asked for input for a cause 
that might be appealing to men. 
Thomas signed up to help and has 
been instrumental in the design and 
message aspect of this new endeavor. 
He chose shark finning as his topic 
and has spent countless hours 
sketching and brainstorming ideas for 
a message that would appeal to the 
masses and get the word out on the 
importance of sharks in our world 
and the horrors they face at the hands 
of finners.  The wallet and shirts 
should be available by Spring 2013. 
 



 

The following is an interview that Thomas did with 
Muse Magazine. They needed a young 

vegetarian/vegan willing to give opinions for a young 
scientist’s magazine. They needed someone who was 
willing to research and speak on the subject given to 

him.  

Subject: Invitro Meat 



How long have you been vegetarian? Vegan? Why did you make this choice? Is the rest of your family 

vegetarian? 

  

I have been a vegetarian since I was about 4 years old and have been a vegan for the past year and a half. I made 

the choice to become vegan because I didn’t like the fact that people were brutally killing innocent animals for 

man's selfish needs. This cruelty is not something I wanted to be part of. Have no doubt that slaughterhouses are 

animal cruelty. There are millions of animals on farms across this country that are killed in the most inhumane 

ways. Some are cramped in cages too small to allow them to move while others are left to die from sickness and 

disease, others are brutally assassinated and tortured while they are still alive and aware of what’s happening to 

them. These are things that I just cannot support. I knew I had to take a stand in some way and becoming a 

vegetarian was my first step. I think everyone should think when they sit down to dinner where their food came 

from. It doesn’t just come from the grocery store, and it doesn’t just magically appear on their plate. An animal 

lost their life, it was tortured and butchered and then died to put that piece of steak or chicken breast on their 

plate. If they just think about the names of their food it would be quite apparent what exactly they are eating, 

“chicken breast, leg of lamb, rib eye steak, etc. The food is labeled and quite clear, well how do you think it got 

from being a part of the animal to your plate? It wasn’t in a kind way I assure you, the animal didn’t want to die 

to be a meal and they didn’t cut their own leg off. I cannot justify killing a living being with a family and 

feelings and a heartbeat and not when there are alternatives to feed ourselves that do not harm a living being. 

Years ago they didn’t know any better, but now we do know better and we know the consequences of our actions 

like obesity, disease, global warming, etc. but we still do it. Well not me I won’t take part in it I will do 

everything in my power to teach people about the choices they have.  

  

As far as my family goes, they were not vegetarians/vegan to begin with but my Mom is now after hearing me 

talk about all these things over the years and my Dad is starting to come around, slowly. My Mom slips every 

now and then but not often and because she is the one who does the cooking she’s kind of forcing my Dad to 

either eat what she makes or cook for himself. 



Are environmental issues important to you when it comes to your decision to abstain from meat, or is it 

primarily a matter of cruelty to animals?  

For me it’s both. I already told you how I feel about animal cruelty, as far as the environment goes, it is 

definitely an important factor to be considered when  choosing to become a vegetarian, but to be honest it was a 

secondary factor, animal cruelty was my primary reason. I just didn’t know everything I know now about how 

much what we eat effects the environment. The amount of greenhouse gases like methane, carbon dioxide and 

nitrous oxide, emitted into the air from slaughterhouses is mind boggling; Between the fuel used to maintain 

these places and the transportation of food to feed these animals on the farms, combined with the cost of storing 

the dead animals as well as the excretions/feces the slaughterhouses are a major contributor to global warming. 

It’s hard for me to believe that people in the meat industry can just shake these facts off. They make it seem like 

it’s such a small thing what they do year after year when it is by no means small! They are contributing to 

killing the earth in a major way. The Earth is all we have, it’s our home and it’s the only one we have. I think all 

people need to wake up and realize the impact of their actions. If they stopped eating meat it would benefit not 

only the animals but the world. 

Do you eat meat analogs (soy burgers, fake chicken strips, etc.)? If so are there any that you really like? 

Do you miss the taste of meat? 

  

I don’t eat anything that looks like meat. I have tried some of the meat alternatives like fake chicken nuggets 

but to be honest I just didn’t enjoy them. They look too much like meat for me. I do have a favorite veggie 

burger that I like to eat but it is undeniably not meat-like in any way. My Mom makes it and it is more like a 

veggie patty. In answer to your other question no I don’t miss the taste of meat. I don’t feel like I’m giving up 

anything I’m just making a different choice to eat more responsibly and in my opinion healthier. 

  

When (if?) a lab-cultured meat makes it to the market and you can be certain that the animals from 

which the cells were extracted had been treated humanely would you be willing to try it? 

  

For me that would be a no. I don’t have any desire to eat dead flesh regardless of how and where it came from. 

My only concern would be how the animals were treated that were used and how much chemicals would be 

used to produce them. After doing some research  I found out that the initial growth of in-vitro meat would 

require stem cells taken from an animal’s muscle tissue (these stems cells  



could even come from a chicken who had died of natural causes), but then the cells that are grown would be entirely 

non-animal, and from that point on it would be possible to use no animals at all in producing in vitro meat. Which is an 

amazing thing! I think in-vitro meat is definitely a step in the right direction and would make a tremendous effect on the 

environmental issues in our world and spare many animal lives. In-vitro meat would spare the billions of chickens, pigs, 

cows, and fish who are killed every year for food in the United States in brutal to feed people’s selfish meat addiction. 

Chickens are given drugs so they can grow to obscene sizes to such an extreme that they are often crippled from their 

own weight, fish are brutally hacked apart while still conscious, and cows are electrocuted, hung and drained of their 

blood.  In vitro meat would eliminate all this suffering and that’s what I fight for every day of my life so yes I think this  

is a very important discovery. 

  

  

If a similar product, but made from vegetables (such as corn and mushrooms) tasted as good as the lab-cultured 

meat would you prefer it, even if the environmental impact weren't quite as good as that of the lab-made meat? 

  

For me personally I would rather my food not look, smell or taste anything like meat but that is my personal choice. I 

know plenty of vegetarians who don’t mind if their food resembles meat products as long as they are not made with 

them, it’s just not my preference. As far as the environmental impact being not as good I think any steps we can take to 

help heal our environment are good ones. 

  

  

What concerns, if any, do you have about this potential product? 

  

The concerns I have would be that anytime you are dealing with scientific experiments the experiments need to 

constantly be monitored and checked and especially if it’s something that we will be eating. One mistake could be 

potentially life threatening. These risks could of course be avoided by just going vegan/vegetarian.  My other concern 

would be about the care of the test animals. What measures are going to be in place to guarantee their safety and 

wellbeing? Again as I said before I did find research that said none of these things would be a factor with in-vitro meat 

but I am of course concerned without having a definite answer. 

  

  

  



 

 

Do you think friends and family members who are not now vegetarian might be more likely to give up meat if a 

lab-grown, cruelty-free meat were available?  

  

Well, when I found out we were going to be talking about this topic I started asking around and the response I got was 

this, out of the 10 people I interviewed  4 people  said they would try it and depending on the taste would consider 

switching to in-vitro meat permanently,  5 people  said no because they thought it was still fake meat and considered it 

gross, and  1 person  was unsure. I think if it was advertised in a good way and maybe made to be more affordable than 

traditional meat, people would be hesitant at first but I think they would at least give it a shot.  



 

This is a PowerPoint presentation Thomas did to start up an animal 
rights club at his school. The club has been approved and will go into 

effect next year at his school. 



 

Thomas won the compassionate kid award from 
PETA kids for saving the shark on his birthday and 

for using his voice to help end animal suffering. 



 

Thomas was recognized by the City Commissioners 
Office for his dedication to animal rights in his 

community. 



 

PETA Pack 2011 & 2012 

 Thomas was named Regional 
Coordinator for the Orlando, 
Florida area for the 2012 
PETA Pack race which he ran 
for the second year in a row. 
He passed out literature 
promoting a 
vegan/vegetarian  lifestyle to 
participants and bystanders of 
the walk. He raised over 
$1000 last year and over $800 
this year for PETA’s 
investigations Dept. He was 
named the PETA Pack Young 
Achiever two years in a row. 



This is the statement that was posted on Thomas’ PETA Pack page 2012. 

 

Hello everyone, 

I’m walking for animals again this year!  This is my second year with the PETA Pack Team and I have to say I feel so 

honored to be working with such an amazing group of beautiful people. This walk is so important to me so if you could 

take the time to check out my page and consider making a donation I’d really appreciate it. 

Below is an essay I wrote for school but I feel like it applies to this cause as well as every walk of life, so I decided to use it 

on my page. I hope you enjoy it. 

 

 Beauty is… 
I think beauty is all around us. It’s in the trees and flowers, in the animals that roam the earth the earth itself 
and in our selves. Beauty can be in many forms and shapes. I think the way the wind blows the leaves  
around is beautiful. I think a sunny day when I can play outside is beautiful. I think snow is beautiful. 
Christmas time is one of the most beautiful times of year. I think our flag is beautiful because it stands for  
our freedom. I think the way a family loves each other is beautiful. I think the way a Mom animal protects her 
young is beautiful like the way Flower on Meerkat Manor sacrificed her life to protect her pups that was  
a beautiful thing she did. Her bravery and courage and love made her strong and beautiful. If you want to see 
beauty look into your heart. Decide for yourself what you think is beautiful. We all have different  
opinions. What’s beautiful to me may not be beautiful to someone else. It’s the differences that make us 
beautiful and unique. The thing that doesn’t differ is that a beautiful person does good things for others that’s  
what makes them beautiful. Helping others out makes your heart beautiful. If you help at a homeless shelter or 
animal rescue center it’s a beautiful thing. Taking care of the earth helps people of the world and the animals of 
the world to live. Anyone can be beautiful. People think that only people who are pretty or handsome are 
beautiful. I think that people who think for themselves and do what they feel is right and not just listen to 
what other people think are beautiful. If you are a beautiful looking person and have a cold heart you are the 
furthest thing from beautiful. If you are mean to others and don’t do good things you are not beautiful. You can 
change though just by being a good person. When you have a good heart you are beautiful inside and out. 
People can see the beauty within you. I think we can all be beautiful if we try. 
  
 



I do believe that beauty is all around us as well as within us, and that a little kindness and compassion goes a 

long way. If we were to all look into our hearts we would all see that animal abuse is wrong and ugly. If we 

were to truly examine the steps that are taken to supply the masses with food, entertainment, clothing, etc. we 

would all change our selfish ugly ways. If we were to put ourselves in the animal’s place the things we as 

human beings expect of them is disgraceful. Knowledge is truly power and if we educate ourselves on the 

things we could do to help ourselves live a healthier more enriching life we’d see that eliminating all forms of 

animal abuse would be at the top of the list. Animal abuse is not a necessity and if we removed these practices 

we would be living healthier, happier lives, as well as it would be helping us to save our beautiful Earth, and 

by proactively working towards change and by helping others, we will be creating beautiful people inside and 

out. It is an amazing feeling to help those who have no voice. To make a difference is a magical thing that 

together we can all experience. All it takes is a little effort. Stand up for what you know is right and fight for it, 

especially when it involves the abuse of a living being that cannot speak for themselves. That is the stuff 

heroes are made of, defending the defenseless. Well, be a superhero for animals. Believe me it is one of the 

most important things you can do and the most rewarding for your soul. Talk to people, express yourself, don’t 

cower to peer pressure. There is right and wrong, and animal abuse is wrong. Stand up now and let your heart 

grow into a beautiful heart by helping others who desperately need your help. 

  



 

This year Thomas participated in his school science fair and did his project on alternatives to animal testing. 
Despite the fact that he was shut down by the  coordinator because his presentation was too graphic for school 

he continued to answer questions after class about his project. He expressed to his teachers that taking the 
pictures down was not the answer that in order for things to change people needed to know what was going 

on in their world and that sweeping it under the rug was not the answer. During his research he also 
discovered that the organization heading his science fair is the only board in the US that still allows animal 

testing and has formed a complaint with the school board to have them removed from the curriculum. 
 



 During last years National Animal Rights Conference 
Thomas met an attorney named Jessica Astrof and has 
since then been training with her on how to lobby for 
animal rights. He is part of a committee made up of 
attorneys veterinarians and other animal rights 
advocates and will be speaking and teaching others 
how to lobby at this years Animal Rights Conference in 
Washington DC.  



 
 On July 1,2013 at 1:00pm Thomas  has a  scheduled appointment to speak 
with Congressman Mica, in Washington DC, to discuss the proposal of a national 
ban on the sale, distribution, trade and  possession of shark fins and shark fin 
products. He has also been placed on the roster for the next Seminole County 
Delegates meeting to speak about making Florida a fin free state.  

 He is passionate about raising awareness on this issue and determined to 
bring about change. 

Legislation 



 
 Since the development of the lobby day committee for this years National 

Animal Rights Conference, Thomas has dedicated himself to the idea of 
lobbying for animal rights. He has developed a website dedicated to teaching 
about lobbying for animal rights and teaching people how they can help bring 
about change in the legislative arena. He has written several scripts and 
completed a tips to lobbying training video which is the first in a series he’s 
planning as a training tool to go along with the website. These videos will be 
available on You Tube as well as on the website. Together with Jessica Astrof, 
his mentor, he plans on making this a “go to” website for all things lobbying. It 
will be an educational site for those who wish to learn about lobbying for the 
rights of animals but don’t know where or how to begin.  

www.LobbyForAnimals.org 



 
 The mission of Lobby For Animals is to reach out to all those who have made a commitment to speak 
up for animals. We encourage all animal rights activists from all walks of life to join us in our campaign to end 
animal cruelty one bill at a time. Lobby For Animals is also committed to preserving the rights of the animal activist, 
which is why one of the many issues we are addressing is the Animal Enterprise Terrorist Act. This Act is one of the 
most extreme pieces of legislation to come out in the last eight years and one that could potentially take away our 
right to free speech. Amongst other things, this Act is an attempt to extinguish the only voice the animals have, all 
of us. If more activists were involved at the legislative level, Acts like this would not just pass quietly in the night, it 
would have been met with a loud roar of opposition. We need to become aware of our rights so we can raise our 
voices loud to fight for the animal’s rights.  
 By learning to address the issues facing animals and activists alike, at the legislative level, we have the 
opportunity to address bills that are up for consideration before they are passed. Have no doubt, lobbyists from the 
opposition are there ready to fight to keep the cash flow continuing to their clients pockets, without interruption, 
and money definitely talks. By coming together and lobbying in numbers we are leveling the playing field a little 
and letting our representatives know we are there and willing to fight for what we believe in; protecting the rights 
of all animals.  Most people are not aware of the importance of being involved in the legislative process. They are 
unaware just how easy and productive lobbying can be. Lobby For Animals' goal is to educate activists about the 
need to represent animals in the political arena. Living a vegan lifestyle and attending protests is great, but it’s time 
to take it to the next level now.  Lobby For Animals will give you the tools needed to speak to your representatives 
with authority to maximize your efforts and demand results. It is so crucial that every animal rights activist be 
involved in lobbying so that the laws involving animals ultimately change. We don't have the money that the 
factory farmer and pharmaceutical companies have, but we do have the numbers, and there is definitely strength in 
numbers. We need to make our presence known on Capitol Hill and have our voices be heard louder than the 
opposition. We have to remember, we are speaking up for those who can’t speak up for themselves; we are the 
voice of the voiceless and we need to be heard! 
   
 Don't just hope for change-Lobby for it! 

 

This is the Mission Statement Thomas wrote for his  
Lobby For Animals Website  





 
 Thomas applied for a grant with The Pollination 

Project for his website www.lobbyforanimals.org. He 
was awarded the grant and was named their 100th 
grantee! They chose his application to receive their 
special award and have assigned a publicist to his 
project as well as arranging for a national media blitz 
to promote his project. He will now be expanding his 
website as to raise awareness on the  importance of 
lobbying for animal rights. 

The Pollination Project 

http://www.lobbyforanimals.org/


 
 

Press Release from The Pollination Project 



Our 100th Grantee 
 THOMAS PONCE, Lobby For Animals 
 
 Our 100th Grantee of 2013 is Thomas Ponce, a Florida 12 year old who recently launched 
Lobby for Animals. Lobby for Animals is a website that provides timely, relevant, user-friendly tools 
and resources to animal rights activists of all ages to support them in lobbying their representatives 
and take action on issues affecting farmed animals, pets, animals used in entertainment, animal 
testing and more. Lobby for Animals will offer video instruction on proposing bills, making 
convincing phone calls and writing highly effective letters. Thomas has already created a video on 
Lobbying Tips and plans to produce several more to help animal supporters of all ages to be effective 
in their lobbying efforts. 
 
 With ten “Ag Gag” bills (making it illegal to blow the whistle on malicious and cruel 
practices inside of factory farms) coming before State Legislatures in 2013, it is more important than 
ever that people who care about animals speak up in the political system. 
 
 As Thomas says, “We have to remember, we are speaking up for those who can’t speak up 
for themselves; we are the voice of the voiceless and we need to be heard!” 
 
 Thomas started his career as an animal rights activist at age 4. He attended his first protest 
at age 5, and now, at age 12, has won several awards and accolades from PETA, and his City 
Commissioner’s Office, and with support from his mentor, animal rights attorney Jessica Astrof, 
Thomas was named co-chair of the lobby day committee that will be speaking and training at the 
2013 Animal Rights Conference in Washington DC. 
A strong passion for Thomas is educating people on the horrors of shark finning- the practice of 
cruelly removing shark fins and then discarding the still living shark into the ocean to die slowly and 
painfully. He is a Regional Coordinator for Fin Free Florida and also works with Shark Angels to 
shed light on this issue. 
 
Thomas came to The Pollination Project thanks to Ingrid Newkirk and our friends at PETA. 

http://www.lobbyforanimals.org/
http://www.lobbyforanimals.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zjo_izyVMoY&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zjo_izyVMoY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Fin-Free-Florida/576309185713986
http://sharkangels.org/index.php/get-involved/ways-to-save-sharks
http://thepollinationproject.org/2013/01/04/ingrid-newkirk/
http://thepollinationproject.org/2012/11/14/people-for-the-ethical-treatment-of-animals-peta/


 

The following page is the article that the 
founder of the Pollination Project wrote about 

Thomas and his grant that appeared in the 
Huffington Post 



In 100 Days: 100 Grants to 100 Inspiring People  
Ari Nessel-Founder The Pollination Project 
Posted: 04/16/2013 9:29 am 
 
"Protecting animal rights is my purpose in life and I am here to make a difference. I 
won't stop until I do." - Thomas Ponce, age 12, The Pollination Project's 100th Grantee  
With all the problems facing us as a society, and all the challenges in our world, it is 
easy to lose sight of the possibility of making a difference with our lives. It is easy to 
feel impotent and hopeless in our ability to be a force for change against large 
forces that incline stagnation and indifference. All too frequently we vacate our 
hearts and live entirely in our heads, rationalizing our choices, ignoring our gifts, 
and disregarding our wisdom and our purpose. 
 
Since January 1st, 2013, it has been my purpose to give away $1,000 in seed money, 
every day, to an individual change-maker like Thomas Ponce. People with a 
directed vision, a heart full of kindness and a practical idea for manifesting a more 
environmentally sustainable, socially just, spiritually fulfilling human presence on 
the planet. The Pollination Project has now made 100 grants in 100 days to 100 
startup projects led by inspiring, committed people who are using our seed capital 
to launch or enhance their efforts. 
 

http://thepollinationproject.org/


Thomas Ponce is a wonderful representative of types of people who apply for 
grants from us. Thomas has been committed to animal protection since he was 4 
years old and attended his first animal rights protest at age 5. Now, at age 12, with 
help from his mentor, animal rights attorney Jessica Astrof, Thomas launched 
Lobby for Animals, an online lobbying and education resource for animal rights 
activists to come together and make their voices heard. This kind of citizen 
lobbying work is even more important as new anti-whistleblower legislation ("Ag 
Gag" bills) are attempting to criminalize whistleblowing on factory farms. Ten 
states have introduced these Ag Gag bills in 2013 alone. 
 
Thomas explains:  
 
"Lobby For Animals' goal is to educate activists about the need to represent 
animals in the political arena. Lobby For Animals provides the tools and resources 
to speak to your representatives with authority. I know that offering video 
instruction will make an impact as well as having a website where interested 
advocates can gather all the information they need to become civilian lobbyists." 
Thomas continues, "We have to remember, we are speaking up for those who 
can't speak up for themselves; we are the voice of the voiceless and we need to be  
heard!” 

http://www.lobbyforanimals.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zjo_izyVMoY&feature=player_embedded_
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zjo_izyVMoY&feature=player_embedded_
http://www.lobbyforanimals.org/


In the short time since we told Thomas that he was receiving our 100th grantee 
award, I've seen first hand how dedicated he is to speaking for those who can't 
speak for themselves. Our P/R team created a press release about Thomas and, in 
the interests of keeping it short and media-friendly, left out specific detail about his 
passion for protecting sharks who are cruelly killed for their fins. Thomas 
adamantly insisted that we mention the sharks. He explained, "it would make a big 
difference to the sharks and the few supporters they have." Suffice it to say, the sharks 
made the cut. 
 
Thomas' age demonstrates that we are born with an inherent sense of justice and 
kindness for all. His project embodies the principle that all beings -- humans and 
animals -- are worthy of our compassion. Thomas's success demonstrates that we 
don't need to have a certain age or wealth, or to be in a position of power to make a 
difference.  
 
Having the privilege to support people like Thomas Ponce, I am reminded of the 
goodness that resides in us all, the importance of nurturing it, and how impactful 
our lives really are. I am reminded that if a Florida pre-teen can be this clear, this 
powerful and this unwavering in his efforts to change the world, then perhaps 
there is hope for us after all. 



. 


